Poverty in America: A Handbook

Book ASSIGNMENT – “6 Questions”

Directions:  Answer the following questions as you read Poverty in America by John Iceland.  Your responses do not have to be done in complete sentences, but should fully answer the question asked; please note that some responses will need information from throughout a chapter.  All responses should be completed on additional paper and be completed when assigned.
Chapter 3 – Methods of Measuring Poverty
1. What is poverty?

2. Briefly describe the two basic types of poverty measures?  What are some advantages and disadvantages of each kind of measurement? 
3. What does Barbara Ehrenreich describe in her book Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America?

4. Briefly define the following additional poverty measures: 

(a)  subjective measures
(c) self-reliance

(e) social exclusion

(b) consumption

(d) hardship measures

(f)  NAS measure
5. Which of the methods mentioned in the chapter do you think is most appropriate? Why?

6. After reading the chapter, why do you think it is difficult to measure poverty?
Chapter 4 – Characteristics of the Poverty Population
7. Briefly describe characteristics of the poverty population as relates to everyone, the elderly, African Americans, Hispanics, citizenship status, those that are married and heads of households.
8. What does it mean if people are considered poor?  What factors affect the length of time people are poor?  What factors contribute to “concentrated poverty”? (Note: the answer to this question comes from various parts of the chapter)
9. What are the differences between “critical hardships” and “serious hardships”? 
10. What are three generalizations that you can conclude from Figure 4.3 (Percent of Households with Various Consumer Goods) regarding consumer goods of all households and poor households?

11. What region, metropolitan area status, and state have the highest percentage of poverty?

12. How does poverty in the United States compare to other countries?  
Chapter 5 – Causes of Poverty
13. How do economic processes affect trends in poverty?

14. Define economic growth?  How does this term apply to our current economic situation?

15. What is “income inequality” and what causes it?  Why has income inequality grown in the last 25 years? (Note: you should address the causes of poverty in your response)

16. Briefly describe how poverty affects African Americans.  Your response should include, but not be limited to, references to Washington, Myrdal, and Frazier.

17. How does poverty affect other minority groups?

18. Why do women tend to have higher poverty rates? Your answer should include a definition to the term “feminization of poverty”.
