Unit 2 – American Scorecard: Causes, Measurement & Statistics
(POVERTY IN AMERICA – Mr. McDonald)
CLASS ANNOUNCEMENTS/REMINDERS
· Book Project:  As you will see from the homework, we will begin our outside reading with Michael Harrington’s book The Other America: Poverty in the United States.  As you are reading, you should complete the questions (see the class website for the guided reading questions) for each chapter and have those ready to submit when they are due.  
· Rules and Policies: As we continue for the rest of the semester, please be reminded of the following:

· Tardy – If you are tardy, sign in at the front left table when you arrive. Consequences begin with this unit

· Food – Food is not permitted in the classroom. Drinks, with a lid, are acceptable. Clean up your space!

· Technology – Cell phones should be stored during class. Avoid charging your phone during class.

· Assessments – Missed quizzes and tests, due to excused absences, must be made up within 3 school days

· Progress Reports: Progress reports have been distributed; they include your first test. If you think there is a mistake on your report or wish to discuss your grades, please make an appointment to see me.  It is imperative that you keep up with the work as it is assigned.

· Growth Mindset: As we move forward for the rest of the year, I challenge you to do so with a growth mindset. Set new goals for yourself as you reflect on the challenges, feedback, effort and mistakes of our first unit.


UNIT OVERVIEW
By this point, we have a much greater understanding of the larger themes and ideas as relates to American poverty.  This unit will delve more deeply into the causes, measurement, and statistics of poverty. Continue to keep up with the reading, participate in class discussions, and engage with your peers about our work.
JHS SPEAKER SERIES

Sponsored by the Social Studies Department and generous community support, the JHS Distinguished Speaker Series brings four dynamic speakers to our school. Every student will be required to attend the event in January. Those students taking the class for “academic” credit are required to attend one additional event, while the students taking the class for “honors” credit are required to attend two additional events. The remaining events may earn extra credit. Save the following dates:

· December TBA – Announced Soon! 
· January 16 – David Reese, Founder/CEO of the East Durham Children’s Initiative
· February 19 – Dr. Martin Smith, Duke University
· March 4 – Dr. Mary Jo Festle, Elon University
UNIT PLAN

Thursday, September 26

UNIT 1 TEST: INVISIBLE POOR

Homework:
None

Monday, September 30


Discussion:
Test Results and Growth Mindset

Unit Plan Overview & Re-Introductions
Homework:
Read/answer questions for Chapter 1, The Other America
Wednesday, October 2


Discussion:
Causes of Poverty
Video and Discussion: “The Working Poor”
Homework:
Read/answer questions for Chapter 2, The Other America 
Friday, October 4
Discussion:
Causes of Poverty/Characteristics of the Poverty Population

(Groups: Poverty Handbook – Chapter 4 and 5 Questions)
Homework:
Read/answer questions for Chapter 2, The Other America
Tuesday, October 8
`Discussion:
Review: Causes and Characteristics
Start Film: Trouble the Water
Homework: 
Read/answer questions for Chapter 3 (The Other America)
Friday, October 11
Discussion:
Finish & Discuss Trouble the Water
Homework:
Read/answer questions for Chapter 3, The Other America
Tuesday, October 15

Discussion:
Measuring Poverty

Groups: Poverty Handbook – Chapter 3 Questions
Homework:
Read/answer questions for Chapter 4, The Other America
Thursday, October 17
Discussion:
The Other America – Discussion (Pastures of Plenty & The Rejects)

Homework:
Read/answer questions for Chapter 4, The Other America
Monday, October 21

Discussion:
Race & Poverty: Historical Context
Video: Segregated by Design

Homework:
Study for test
Wednesday, October 23

Discussion:
Review for test

Homework:
Study for test 

Friday, October 25
TEST: AMERICAN SCORECARD (Format: Scantron)
Homework:
Read/answer questions for Chapter 5
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