POVERTY IN AMERICA (Mr. McDonald)

Updated Unit 1 – “The Invisible Poor”: An Introduction to Poverty


Unit Overview: Welcome to the Poverty in America course. A plan, similar to the information below, will be available for each unit that we study throughout the year. With that said, this is the only hard copy that you will receive (unless requested individually). All future unit plans are available through the class website and should be printed by the student for the first day of each unit. The test dates, for the entire year, are located on the course description.
Objectives

1. Describe ten reasons why the poor are invisible.
2. Explain issues affecting global poverty and compare them to the US issues. 
3. Identify the characteristics of the “working poor.”
4. Define and discuss the culture of poverty and identify related current events.
5. Delineate between unemployment and underemployment.
6. Summarize the main ideas of The Working Poor.
7. Discuss the “American Dream.”  

8. Describe the significance of Michael Harrington’s The Other America.
9. Explain the difference between Most Developing Countries and Least Developing Countries.
10. Describe the difference between the upper class, middle class, and lower class.
11. Summarize what is meant by the concept of living at the edge of poverty.

Skills & Strategies

Each student should focus on the skills of annotating and note taking during the first unit. There are a number of different Note-Taking Systems, including Cornell, Outline, Mapping, Charting, and Sentence. Any of these systems are acceptable for class. Additionally, students will be asked to complete annotations of their reading. These Reading & Study Strategies are crucial to your understanding of a text. These skills will be discussed during our first unit; see me for assistance.

Unit Plan

Tuesday, August 27
Discussion:
Course Overview and Introduction: Privilege
Homework:
Review course materials; get two forms signed, purchase/borrow The Other America 
Thursday, August 29
Discussion:
Course Overview and Introduction: Unit Topics
Homework:
Writing Assignment: Explain five issues that create, cause or contribute to global poverty? 


A short paragraph for each issue is expected.
Tuesday, September 3 and Friday, September 6
Discussion:
Contextualizing Economic Inequality: Global Poverty

Homework:
Read this excerpt from The Other America, Chapter One: The Invisible Land. Based on the reading, and your outside knowledge, identify and describe 8 reasons why the poor are invisible.
Tuesday, September 10

Discussion:
Poverty in America: An Introduction, Part I: The Invisible Land

Homework:
Read, annotate, and provide 8 takeaways from the article At The Edge of Poverty (articles will be distributed in class).
Thursday, September 12
Discussion:
Poverty in America: An Introduction, Part II: Definitions and Debates
Homework:
Read and annotate one of the following articles:

· Academic: America’s Poor Becoming More Destitute, UN Report Says 
· Honors: How Poor Are the Poor?
Monday, September 16

Discussion:
Video: “Waging A Living” (Students should complete in class assignment)
Homework:
Read Majority of US Public School Students Are in Poverty and answer the following questions: 
· What percentage of students in Pre-K through 12th grade were eligible for free and reduced price lunches?

· What challenges does this provide for schools?

· Geographically, where are the highest rates of poor students concentrated?

· What is the rate in Mississippi and Illinois?

· How are Pre-K programs a solution?

· Briefly describe the different approaches of Democrats and Republicans.

· Opinion: Whose responsibility is it to “fix” the problem?
Wednesday, September 18
Discussion:
Video & Article Discussion

Poverty Awareness Project Introduction
Homework:
Work on project
Friday, September 20
Discussion:
Poverty Awareness Project

Homework: 
Work on project
Tuesday, September 24

Discussion:
Review for test

Homework:
Study for test
Thursday, September 26
UNIT 1: 
THE INVISIBLE POOR
Homework:
TBD

REVIEW GUIDE: Students should review the unit objectives in preparation for the first unit test. It will behoove you to keep an ongoing list of the terms and concepts that we review during the first unit. These concepts will be reviewed throughout the unit and on the review day.  You should expect to build a review guide in small groups on our review day. [image: image1.png]




