Mr. Smith Goes to Washington Viewing Guide

Name: __________________________
1.  Who was Jim Taylor?  What role did he play in state politics?

2.  For what reason was the governor required to appoint a new senator?

3.  Who is the governor’s “nugget”?

4.  How does the Washington press construe Jefferson Smith’s comments in a negative way?
5.  What is the one thing that Senator Smith’s personal aide – Ms. Saunders – must keep him away from?

6.  Which famous senator’s desk did Jefferson Smith get to occupy in the Senate?
7.  What is the subject of Senator Smith’s first bill?
8.  What distraction did Senator Payne use to remove Senator Jefferson Smith from the Senate chamber on the day 
     that the Deficiency Bill was to be signed?
9.  Who did Jim Taylor say he would “not trust to lick a postage stamp”?
10.  What is Senator Joseph Payne’s colorful nickname?
11.  What type of moral dilemma did Senator Joseph Payne face 30 years prior to the decision that the young 
       Senator Jefferson Smith now faces?
12.  What did Senator Payne beg Senator Smith to do when the Deficiency Bill was being read before the Senate?

13.  What unethical act did Senator Payne accuse Senator Smith of doing?
14.  Why do you believe Senator Jefferson Smith stormed out of the Ethics Committee hearing rather than testify 
       on his own behalf?

15.  To what Washington DC landmark did Jefferson Smith visit to seek solace and inspiration before taking his 
       baggage to the train?

16.  How would you describe the term political machine as evidenced by the actions of Jim Taylor?

17.  What Senate tactic does Senator Jefferson Smith utilize to hold the floor of the Senate?
18.  What statement does the movie make about the role that the press can play in political change?
19.  How did Senator Smith finally shame Senator Payne into telling the truth?
20.  What state does Senator Smith represent? 

