"The Great Depression" Video Questions

Part 1, The Great Shake Up

1. How did the Great Depression "democratize" American society?
2. What were some of the differences in the personalities and political tactics of FDR and Herbert Hoover?

3. Many men "took to the rails" during the Great Depression. How were these hobos a type of economic indicator?

4. How did the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) alleviate some of the distress of the Great Depression?

Part 4, Desperate Measures

1. The Bonus Army marched on Washington in 1932. What was the Bonus Army? Why did it march on Washington? Was the Bonus Army's demands justified? Were their actions justified?

2. Huey Long, the Populist governor of Louisiana, was a hero to the poor and a demagogue to the upper classes. Why did Huey Long appeal to the working classes? Why did the upper classes loathe him?

3. What was the appeal of the Communist Party to some Americans in the 1930s?

4. How did World War II finally end the Depression?

