American History: The Founding principles, 
Civics and Economics (McDonald, 2019-2020)

Faculty Information                                                              Class Information
	Instructor:
Mr. McDonald
(Room 404)

Email:
   
brian.mcdonald@dpsnc.net
Home Phone:
(919) 360-5837; no calls after 8pm  

Intern:               Mr. Hannah (Room 404)

Email:                sean.hannah@duke.edu
	Class Website: http://www.learningandunlearning.weebly.com

Office Hours:
Mornings, by appointment                                  

Classroom Phone: (919) 560-3912 x12721



                                                                                                                                                


General Course Description
American History: The Founding Principles, Civics and Economics has been developed as a course that provides a framework for understanding the basic tenets of American democracy, practices of American government as established by the United States Constitution, basic concepts of American politics and citizenship and concepts in macro and micro economics and personal finance. The essential standards of this course are organized under three strands – Civics and Government, Personal Financial Literacy and Economics. 
Objectives & Goals 
Students successfully completing this course will:
· Gain a greater understanding of the government and our economy and how each works

· Know important facts, concepts, and theories pertaining to government, politics, and economics

· Analyze and interpret basic documents and data relevant to the course material

· Follow the standard course of study as determined by North Carolina

· Prepare for various exams and assessments throughout the year

· Improve oral, written, and analysis skills 

Class Commitments – L.E.A.R.N.
1. Lead, participate, & be prepared


2. Expect respect and give respect


3. Adhere to the student handbook

4. Respect the class environment

5. Never be late (in your seat by the bell)

Textbooks

Building Citizenships: Civics & Economics. (McGraw Hill)
Supplies

Students should come to class prepared each day.  Each student should purchase a binder (2-3 inch) for class notes, handouts, and packets.  Binders should be organized by unit and will be checked regularly.  You should also have a specific notebook for this class that can be put in the binder.  

Academic Integrity
Skipping class, cheating and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. It is also expected that you will report any violations to the instructor. Please refer to the JHS Academic Honor. 

Attendance/Make-up Work

If you miss work due to an excused absence from class, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get the make-up work.  Quizzes and tests must be made up WITHIN 3 SCHOOL DAYS unless other arrangements have been made.  Follow the correct procedures if you are absent. Consider using lunch for tutoring, make-up work, and quiz/test corrections.
Tardy Policy

IF YOU ARE NOT IN YOUR SEAT WHEN THE BELL RINGS, YOU WILL BE CONSIDERED TARDY. You are expected to follow the school’s bell schedule.  Class consequences include (1) Warning, (2) Lunch Detention, (3) Lunch Detention, (4) Referral to the administration. 
Grading Policy/Breakdown of Assignments

Grades will come from a variety of assignments and will be based on the percentages below.  Additional projects and assignments may be assigned throughout the course of the class.


· 50%  TESTS & PROJECTS – 

Two assessments will be given within each unit; dates and specifics will be listed on each unit plan. Each test will include multiple choice questions and some sort of writing component (short answer questions, essay, etc.). IMPORTANT NOTE: Students will be allowed to do test corrections. Test dates for the entire year are as follows:
· Unit 1 – Foundations of American Government
· Part 1: Duties, Rights, & Responsibilities – September 10
· Part 2: History and Colonization – September 26
· Unit 2 – A Balance of Power, Part I: The Constitution and How Government Works

· Part 1: The Legislative Branch – October 18
· Part 2: The Executive Branch – November 14
· Unit 3 – A Balance of Power, Part II: The Political System and Election Process

· Part 1: The Political System – December 9
· Part 2: The Election Process – January 9
· Unit 4 – Law & Order: Courts and the American Legal System

· Part 1: The Judicial Branch – TBD
· Part 2: Civil and Criminal Law – TBD
· Unit 5 – Personal Financial Literacy

· Part 1/2: The Economy and You – TBD
· Unit 6 – Capitalism: The American Economy

· Part 1: Introduction to Capitalism – TBD
· Part 2: Supply and Demand – TBD
· 50%  PREPARATION –
· HOMEWORK/CLASSWORK – It is imperative that you complete the readings and packet assignments as required.  Packets will be checked and grades will be given for homework and group work completed during a class period.  At least twice per quarter, your notebook will be checked for a grade.  It must be organized, easy-to-follow, and complete.  Participation includes active listening, arriving to class on time and following the rules.
· IMPORTANT NOTE: Students are allowed to turn in late homework up to the day of the unit test for a maximum grade of a 50%

· QUIZZES – All quizzes will be open-note/open-packet. It will behoove you to take good notes from our class discussions.  
Assessments and Exams

In addition to the various unit assessments, students will be required to take one major exam during the year.  A final exam will be given in late May/early June based on the school’s final exam schedule.  This will count for 20% of the overall course grade. 

Instructor Availability & “Extra Help”

Unless we have scheduled meetings or lunch duty, we should be available most mornings before school.  If changes occur I will try to let you know in advance (either in class or on the class webpage).  If you need additional help outside of those times, please schedule an appointment.
