AP SEMINAR (Capstone): UNIT 1 PLAN
Skills & Understandings

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to AP Government and Politics with Honors Civics and Economics.  A plan, similar to the one below, will be available for each unit that we study throughout the year.  With that said, this is the only hard copy that you will receive.  All future unit plans are available via the class website and should be printed by the student for the first day of each unit.  Each plan will also include unit objectives.

SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS

As there is no textbook for this course, most readings will either be embedded in the unit plans or made available via the class website. If you have any issues accessing the readings or assignments, contact your instructor as soon as possible. Few additional assignments may be distributed, in class, as needed.
OBJECTIVES
· Explore the complexities of one or more themes by making connections within, between, and/or among multiple cross-curricular areas and by exploring multiple perspectives and lenses

· Develop and apply discrete skills identified in the learning objectives of the enduring understandings with the QUEST framework

· Work independently to identify, analyze, and evaluate, argue, and defend material regarding a research question based on provided stimulus material

· Work collaboratively with a team to identify, investigate, analyze, and evaluate a real-world or academic problem/issue

· Gain a rich appreciation and understanding of issues through a variety of activities

· Develop an understanding of ethical research practices

GROUPS

Students will be working in a various groups to achieve our objectives and gain the skills. This is an essential and required part of the course; as such, participation and collaboration is expected. Students should abide by the following: 

· Get Along – We will not argue

· Respect Others – We will listen to other people’s ideas without putdowns

· On Task Behavior – We will stay focused and get the job done

· Use Quiet Voices – We will engage so only our group members hear us

· Participate – We will do our part and understand that we need each other

· Stay in your group – We will work with only the people in our group

UNIT PLAN
Monday, August 27
Discussion:
Introduction & Course Overview


Freakonomics Discussion
Homework:
(1) Review and return all required forms 
(2) Watch Why you think you’re right – even if you’re wrong (TED Talk by Julia Galef) 
      and answer the following questions:

1. Explain the story of Alfred Dreyfus?

2. What is motivated reasoning? What is problematic about this?

3. What is the scout mindset?

4. How are each mind sets rooted in emotion? What are they and how are they different?

5. Seriously, what do you most yearn for?

6. How do you think this connects to our class?
(3) Print pages 11-24 from Course and Exam Description. (Note: when you are printing 
      it, you should print 19-32.); read and annotate your assigned section.

Wednesday, August 29
Discussion:
Activity: Zoom; The QUEST Framework



Groups: QUESTing Freakonomics
Homework:
Print, read and annotate Put Your Husband in the Kitchen
Friday, August 31

Discussion:
Understanding the Big Ideas/Article Analysis 


Groups – Perspective: America 

Homework:
Watch the documentary BLACKFISH and complete the following assignment:

· Identify EVERY invested party brought up in the documentary
· Identify parties that were NOT brought up.   

· Make a list of lenses that the film focuses on and the lenses that are neglected.
· Lastly, write a strong paragraph that analyses the approach that the doc creators use in specific regards to lens and how it relates to their purpose/objective. 
After watching the film and completing the assignment, review SeaWorld’s response: Why “Blackfish” is Propaganda, not a Documentary 
Monday, September 3 --- NO SCHOOL (LABOR DAY)
Wednesday, September 5

Discussion:
TED Talk: “The Danger of a Single Story”

Developing Questions/Lenses; Activity: Gallery Walk
Homework:
(1) Create a set of Questions for ONE additional subtopic from your classwork theme 
(2) Study for terms quiz (see glossary at end of Course and Exam Description)
Friday, September 7

Discussion:
Quiz: Glossary Terms; RAVEN Framework 


Groups: Raven Chapters of Freakonomics
Homework:
--Find/read a source on your subtopic (from previous night) and RAVEN that article. 
--Read and take notes (or annotate) Is Google Making Us Stupid?
Tuesday, September 11

Discussion:
Library: Sources & Resources (with Ms. Stacy)
Homework:
Analyze Martin Luther King’s I Have a Dream OR Elie Wiesel’s Perils of Indifference for claim/argument and evidence. More information will be discussed in class. 

Thursday, September 13

Discussion:
Claims and Evidence, Part I: Claims and Evidence



Activity: Ball and Chain of Student Debt; Groups: Elevator Pitch
Homework:
EOC Sample A (see Course and Exam Description)
Monday, September 17

Discussion:
Claims and Evidence, Part II: EOC A Sample

Groups (same from 9/7): Freakonomics Claim, Argument and Evidence
Homework:
Study for test
Wednesday, September 19 (PLC DAY)

Discussion:
Review for test – RAVEN, Claim, Argument, Evidence
Homework:
Study for test

Friday, September 21
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