Blood Done Sign My Name

Guided Reading Questions


Chapter 1: Baptism 
1.  Briefly explain the quote, Daddy and Roger and ‘em shot ‘em a nigger.” 
2  What was the black response to the death of Henry Marrow? 
3. What other events took place in the freedom movement around the time of the Marrow killing? 

Chapter 2: Original Sins 
4. How was Tyson’s family ‘as Southern as fried okra and sweet tea”? 
5. Explain the town of Oxford. 
6. Why did many people regard the Tyson family as “not from here”? 
7. Identify Albert Tabron. What does his story teach about race relations? 
8. White supremacy dictated opinions about blacks regarding habits, jobs, and places of residence. Explain. 
9. What happened when Tyson’s mother tried to check out a copy of Jubilee from the Library? Explain her comment of “they tried to segregate your mind.” 
10. How did African Americans grow up in Granville County? 
11. Explain “race relations” in Oxford? Why did some believe the conditions were positive? 
12. What was the central political fact that hung over Oxford in 1970? 

Chapter 3: “Too Close Not To Touch” 
13. Explain the opening of Robert Teel’s store at Four Corners. 
14. What personal things do you learn about Teel and the Ted family from this chapter? 
15. What businesses were owned by the Teel’s and who was allowed to use them? What crimes had Ted been arrested for between 1969 and 1977? 
16. What evidence exists that Teel was a member of the KKK? 
17. Provide two examples of violence perpetrated by the KKK in 1965. 
18. Who is Robert F. Williams and what story does Tyson tell about him? 
19. Explain the Clyde Harding incident and the consequences it had in the black community. 

Chapter 4: Miss Amy’s Witness 
20. Provide an example of how Tyson contributed to the discrimination of blacks as a boy. 
21. Tyson’s father said that “It forced me to be a better pastor than I probably would have been...” Explain what he was talking about. 
22. Who was Charlotte Hawkins Brown? 
23. Identify “Race Relations” Sunday. 
24. What effect did the words of Martin Luther King, Jr. have on Tyson’s father? 
25. Explain what Colonel Johnson meant when he said. “with my nonviolent .38 police special.” 
26. Why did Tyson’s father sign his letter to the paper, “A fellow sinner, Vernon Tyson”? 
27. Who was Dr. Proctor? Explain. 
28. What point did Miss Amy make at the meeting? 

Chapter 5: King Jesus and Dr. King 
29. Who is Thad Stem? 
30. Why did Tyson’s father and family move to the new church in Oxford? 
31. Explain the story about black private Wilson from Camp Buther in 1944. 
32. Who was Reverend Gil Gillespie and why did Tyson’s father have to refer to the Book of Discipline? 
33. Why was there tension over having a Martin Luther King service? What eventually happened? 
34. Who was Mrs. Allen and what was her relationship to Tim Tyson? 
35. Explain what Thad meant when he told Tyson to write about the things he knew about, what he called the “little postage stamp of soil.” 

Chapter 6: The Death of Henry Marrow 
36. Identify Henry Marrow. What happened to him on Monday, May 1 1th, 1970? 
37. What happened to Boo Chavis during the event? What happened to Boo at the police station? 
38. Explain the white response to the fear of black reaction. 
39. Identify Ben and John Chavis. 
40. Briefly explain the trial. 
41. What did the Human Relations Council meet about? What were the differences between white and black accommodations? Provide some examples. 

Chapter 7: Drinkin’ That Freedom Wine 
42. Who were Walter David Washington and Theodore Albert Hood? 
43. Identify Golden Frinks. 
44. What was the town’s response in both the black and white communities? 
45. Discuss the march after Henry Marrow’s funeral. 
46. Describe the fusion movement in North Carolina in the 1 890s. 
47. Eddie McCoy one said that, “I didn’t need the sixties or the civil rights movement to make me angry.” Explain his comment using differences between black and white students during the time period. 
48. What does the title of the chapter mean? 

Chapter 8: Our “Other South” 
49. Why did historian Carl Degler call people like the Tyson’s “the Other South.” 
50. Who were the Heroes of America? 
51. Tyson says that the actual history of the South too often rests in an unmarked grave, while the celebratory lies and politically convenient distortions march into immorality.” What do you think this means and do you agree with it? 
52. Who is Jack and what was his experience with the K.KK? 
53. Briefly describe life in eastern North Carolina. 
54. What similarities are there between Tyson’s father and Teel ‘s father? 

Chapter 9: The Cash Register at the Pool Hall 
55. What was the “Soul Kitchen”? 
56. How did the assassination of Dr. King seal the death of nonviolence? 
57. What three options did black men in the Jim Crow South have with respect to white people? 
58. What was the “Sunday march”? 
59. Explain the march to Raleigh? Why was it done? 
60. Why were whites “pouring out of the Democratic Party”? 

Chapter 10: Perry Mason in the Shoeshine Parlor 
61. What happened at the Planter’s Warehouse and the Own Warehouse Number Two? 
62. What amount of damage took place? 
63. What was the jury selection process like? 
64. Summarize the trial, including witness testimony. 
65. What was significant about Roger Oakley’s testimony?
66. What does the title of the chapter mean? 

Chapter 11: We All Have Our Own Stories 
67. What was the result of the new Granville County Steering Committee for Black Progress? 
68. Why did the Tyson’s move away from Oxford? 
69. Explain Tyson’s conversation with Chavis. 
70. Why did Chavis go to prison? 
71. Describe the city of Wilmington. 
72. What was the strategy of the democrats in the late 1800s towards African Americans? 
73. Upon reflection of leaving himself, Tyson says that the falsehood was that we could find a hiding place outside of history. We could not secede from the South and build Utopia in the woods.” Why not? 
74. Why did Marrows grave read “Vietnam”? 

Chapter 12: “Go Back to the Last Place Where You Knew Who You Were” 
75. What was Teel’s response when Tyson went to go speak with him? 
76. When did Tyson become a historian? 
77. What happened to the Ledger records? 
78. Briefly explain the police response when Tyson started to research the death of Marrow. 
79. Tyson says that “we are runaway slaves from our own past, and only by turning to face the hounds can we find our freedom beyond them.” What do you think he meant by this? 
80. What does the title of the chapter mean? 
 

