Poverty in America – Course Description, 2019-2020
(Mr. McDonald, Jordan High School)


Faculty Information

Instructor:
Mr. McDonald
(Room 404)

Email:

brian.mcdonald@dpsnc.net

Work Phone:
(919) 560-3912 x12721


Website:
www.learningandunlearning.weebly.com
Home Phone:
(919) 360-5837, no calls after 8pm
Office Hours:  
Mornings, by appointment
General Course Description

Poverty in America is a course designed to inform students of the history, causes, and effects of poverty in the US and the role that poverty plays on various groups in American society today.  Emphasis will be placed on the development of analytical thinking, reading, and writing skills in addition to the building of a strong foundation of factual knowledge. In addition to the text, students will utilize numerous sources to help build a well-rounded understanding of poverty in the United States.
Objectives & Goals

· Gain a greater understanding of the history, impact, and consequences of poverty
· Read and analyze a number of sources regarding poverty in America
· Improve oral and written skills using a variety of resources throughout the year
· Participate in projects, discussions, and assignments that offer various perspectives
· Discuss events relevant to the class in a safe and orderly environment
Class Commitments – L.E.A.R.N.
Lead, participate, and be prepared

Expect respect & give respect

Adhere to the student handbook

Respect the class environment


Never be late (in your seat by the bell!)
Textbooks

· Excerpts from Poverty in America: A Handbook (Iceland)
· Supplemental Book Readings:

· The Other America (Michael Harrington) – Note to students: You must purchase/borrow this book
· Honors: There Are No Children Here (Kotlowitz) 
· Academic: Nickel and Dimed (Ehrenreich)
· Additional handouts and readings
Supplies
Each student should have a (min) 2 inch binder for class notes, handouts, and resources.  Student work should be organized by unit.  Keeping an organized notebook will be both a necessity for success and a requirement of the class. Binder checks may be done at least once each quarter.
Tardy Policy

If you are not in your seat when the bell rings, you will be considered tardy. You are expected to follow the school’s bell schedule; class consequences are as follows: (1) lunch detention/parent contact, (2) 30 minute detention before/after school, parent contact, (3) 45 minute detention before/after school, parent contact, (4) referral to the administration. 
Safe Classroom Environment

One of the goals in this class is to provide an environment where students feel comfortable to discuss and/or debate class, economic inequality, experiences, and backgrounds.  This material can evoke emotion that is unlike material in other classes. While debate and discussion are encouraged and disagreement is allowed, it is understood that you will have respect for everyone else’s views and comments in the classroom.

Academic Integrity

CHEATING, PLAGIARISM, and SKIPPING CLASS, will not be tolerated; any violations should be reported to the instructor. The consequences include a parent conference and a formal write-up to the administration. Please review the JHS Honor Policy (handout, school website).  If you are absent, follow proper procedures to ensure credit on makeup work.


Grading Policy/Breakdown of Assignments

Grades will come from a variety of assignments including, but not limited to, tests, quizzes, homework, essays, writing assignments, journal entries, and projects.  

	Honors Credit
	Standard Credit

	Tests – 60%
	Tests – 50%

	Portfolio – 25%
	Portfolio – 35%

	Book Project/Paper – 15%
	Book Project – 15%


· Tests – Tests will be given at the end of each unit; each will include a writing component (examples include short answer, chart, and/or essay). Formats will be provided in class or via email. The units we will cover, and the test dates, are as follows:
Unit 1 – The Invisible Poor: An Overview
Wednesday, September 25


Unit 2 – American Scorecard 


Thursday, October 24


Unit 3 – The War on Poverty


Monday, November 25




Unit 4 – Poverty in North Carolina

Thursday, January 9



Unit 5 – Special Populations


Tuesday, February 11



Unit 6 – Contemporary Issues, Part I

Thursday, March 12



Unit 7 – Contemporary Issues, Part II

Thursday, April 9

Unit 8 – Poverty and Pop Culture

Friday, May 15



· Portfolio - This portion of the grade will include quizzes, homework, classwork, journal entries, article reviews, current events, and binder checks.  Late assignments will not be accepted for students taking the course as an “honors” class.  Quizzes will be both announced and unannounced (pop); it will behoove you to take good notes on the readings and class lectures. A portfolio check may be done at the end of each unit.  

· Book Project – All students will be reading The Other America during the first and second quarter.  During second and third quarter students taking the course for academic credit will read Nickel and Dimed and those taking it for honors credit will read There Are No Children Here.  Guided reading questions and supplemental bookwork will be provided.  
· Research Project –Students taking the “honors” class will also be completing a research project, during the Spring Semester. The final product will count as a part of the 4th quarter. More information will be made available.
  
· Service Project – In the past, the Poverty in America class have done projects for Durham Rescue Mission, Urban Ministries of Durham, Habitat for Humanity, the American Red Cross, and The Food Bank of Central/Eastern North Carolina.  Our mission of service will continue this year.
Attendance/Make-up Work

If you miss class due to an excused absence, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get the make-up work. You may ask others in the class, but for the official assignment see me directly.  Quizzes and Tests must be made up within three school days, unless other arrangements have been made.

Exams
A midterm exam is tentatively scheduled for December and will be part of your second quarter grade.  A final exam will be given during exam week and count as 20% of your final grade. Students can be exempt from the final exam based on attendance and achievement (an A and no more than three absences or a B and no more than two absences).

One Final Note
This class is extremely important to me! I hope that you have a genuine interest in the material as well. Your participation is crucial to effective and productive class sessions. Come prepared, engage yourself, complete assignments and see me if you are having issues.  One of my top priorities is being available to students and doing what I can to make sure that you are successful during your journey in my class. If you require extra assistance to make this possible, please let me know. With that said, please make a conscious effort to avoid tardiness, cell phone use – without instructor permission, and talking when others are talking![image: image1.png]



