Nightline: America’s Working Poor (Poverty in America)
Directions:  While watching the film, students should answer the following questions.  Please note that the clip is less than 25 minutes; as a result, students should write down what they feel necessary in order to demonstrate an understanding of the video’s content.

1. Define “working poor”.

2. What is the poverty line considered? How many people make under $15,000 a year?

3. What is the situation with the Merchants of Claremont, New Hampshire?

4. What does tax time mean in low-income neighborhoods?

5. One woman says that life is like “a stack of cards. If one falls it has a ripple effect.” What is the context of this line?

6. What do H&R Block and others do as far as refunds are concerned?

7. Based on Lisa’s experience, describe the “payday loan cycle”.  In your answer, note the amount of fees she pays on her loan worth less than $300.

8. According to author David Shipler, why do high schools do a poor job of preparing students?

9. What is the “American Dream” based on?

10. Why does Shipler reject the concept of the “culture of poverty”?

