A Different Mirror: Chapter 8 Questions

“Searching for Gold Mountain: Strangers from a Pacific Shore”


Directions: On additional paper, answer the following questions as you read the chapter.  Answers do not have to be in complete sentences but they should fully answer the question that is asked.  Questions follow the order of the chapter.

1. What two things did the annexation of California bring?

2. What are four specific reasons as to why Chinese migrants came to America?  How does this compare to other groups that we have studied?

3. Explain the difference in pace during the 1860s for a Chinese labor between China and the United States?  How does this related to Hispanic Americans today?

4. What are “coolies”? Is this a fact or a stereotype?

5. Briefly describe the influence of Chinese labors in the mines and in the railroads. (Note: there are two separate answers required for this question)

6. “The Chinese built the agricultural industry of California.” Explain.

7. Why did Chinese men enter the “laundry” line of work?

8. Why did planters hire the Chinese? (Hint: this had something to do with black workers)

9. How did blacks, Indians, and Chinese share a common identity? What happened in the People v. Hall case to support this idea?

10. What was the exclusion law?

11. Describe the result of the Ling Sing v. Washburn case.

12. What limited migration for Chinese women? Provide a few reasons.

13. What are “Chinatowns”?

14. Briefly summarize the letter that one migrant wrote to his “beloved wife”.  What does that tell us about the conditions for Chinese Americans?

15. Why was the venture to “Gold Mountain” often a “sad failure”? 

