AP GOVERNMENT & POLITICS (with Honors Civics and Economics)

 Course Description – 2019-2020

Faculty Information

Instructor:
Mr. McDonald
(Room 404)

Email:
   
brian.mcdonald@dpsnc.net

Work Phone:
(919) 560-3912 x12721


Class Website:  
http://www.learningandunlearning.weebly.com 
Home Phone:
(919) 360-5837; no calls after 8pm
Office Hours:
Mornings and B lunch, by appointment
General Course Description

Including curriculum from both AP Government and Politics and Civics & Economics, this course is a study of general concepts (institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas) used to interpret U.S. government and politics. Students will also acquire the skills and knowledge necessary to become responsible and effective citizens in an interdependent world and gain a practical understanding of the systems of civics and economics that affect their lives as consumers and citizens. As informed decision-makers, students will apply knowledge to real life experiences. A content syllabus is available on the class webpage. 
Objectives & Goals 
Students successfully completing this course will:
· Prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam

· Follow the standard course of study as determined by North Carolina

· Know important facts, concepts, and theories pertaining to US government and politics

· Analyze and interpret basic documents and data relevant to the course material
· Understand typical patterns and consequences of political processes and behavior, and theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes 

· Improve oral, written, and analysis skills 

Class Commitments – L.E.A.R.N.
1. Lead, participate, & be prepared

4.  Respect the class environment
2. Expect respect and give respect

5.  Never be late (in your seat by the bell)
3. Adhere to the student handbook

6.  Learn! (work to your full potential)
Textbooks

· American Government: Roots and Reform (O’Connor and Sabato)

· Note: Additional articles, readings and videos will be assigned at the instructor’s discretion
Supplies

Each student should have a specific notebook for class notes and handouts and a notebook for reading notes.  Students may leave their textbooks at home unless the instructor asks you to bring it to class.  Additionally, each student MUST HAVE an account with College Board and “join” our electronic classroom. Our Join Code is YVJW7R.
Academic Integrity

Skipping class, cheating and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated; violations of the JHS Honor Policy will result in an administrative referral and academic consequences.  Students are expected to sign the honor code at the start of the year and on every assessment.  If you have any questions, please speak with the instructor.
Attendance/Make-up Work

If you miss work due to an excused absence from class, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get the make up work.  Quizzes and tests must be made up WITHIN 3 SCHOOL DAYS unless other arrangements have been made.  Follow the correct procedures if you are absent.
Tardy Policy

IF YOU ARE NOT IN YOUR SEAT WHEN THE BELL RINGS, YOU WILL BE CONSIDERED TARDY. You are expected to follow the school’s bell schedule.  Class consequences include (1) Lunch detention/parent contact, (2) 30 minute detention before/after school and parent contact, (3) 45 minute detention before/after school and parent contact, (4) Referral to the administration. 
Breakdown of Assignments/Grading Policy

As you will be earning two credits for this course, grades will be broken down separately for the AP Government and Honors Civics & Economics class.
	AP GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
(double weight)
	HONORS CIVICS & ECONOMICS 
(single weight)

	· 65% Tests 
	· 65% Tests and Projects

	· 20% Quizzes 
	· 20% Quizzes 

	· 15% Homework & Classwork (Same assignments)


While homework will represent the same grade in both classes, assessments will be distinctive for each class.  In Civics and Economics, all quizzes will be POP and OPEN NOTE.  Notes used must be hand-written.  Tests will include 50 multiple- choice questions; quarter projects will be worth a Civics Test Grade.  In AP Government and Politics, all quizzes will be ANNOUNCED and CLOSED-NOTE.  Tests will include 40 multiple-choice questions and include a written component. 


Assessments and Exams

Each unit will be assessed through a two-part test and will include distinctive AP Government and Honors Civics questions.  Tentatively, tests will take place on the following dates:
First Semester

Unit 1 – American Democracy: Then & Now:
Monday, September 16





Unit 2 – Constitutional Underpinnings: 

Monday, October 7 

Unit 3 – Civil Liberties & Civil Rights 

Friday, October 25 

Unit 4 – American Political Culture

Tuesday, November 19 
Unit 5 – Linkage Institutions


Friday, December 13

Midterm Examination (2 test grades): 

Thursday, December 19
Second Semester


Unit 6 – Legislative Branch: 


Wednesday, January 29

Unit 7 – Executive Branch: 


Tuesday, February 25



Unit 8 – Judicial Branch:



Thursday, March 19

Unit 9 – Public Policy: 



Thursday, April 9

AP Practice Exam (2 test grades): 

Tuesday, April 28 





AP Government & Politics Exam

Monday, May 4, 2020 (8:00am)




Unit 10 – Economics/State & Local

Wednesday, May 20
Each course will have its own cumulative final exam, counting for 20% of the overall course grade.  Exams will be given based on the final exam schedule.
Extra Credit
Students may earn an additional two points for each and every unit test throughout the academic year (does not include the midterm, practice exam, or actual AP exam) by independently completing the review guide posted on the webpage.  Additional opportunities may be available during the year at the discretion of your instructor.

Instructor Availability & “Extra Help”

With the exception first Wednesdays of every month, I am available – by appointment - most mornings around 8:00am. Also, with the exception of Mondays, I am available – by appointment –during B lunch.  If these times do not work, and we need to meet, please speak with me.  
One Final & Very Important Note!!!

Due to the AP classification, this is not an easy class; it should be understood that this is a college level course and therefore will require a great deal of time and effort.  The reading and writing requirements are demanding.  I expect the reading to be completed and active participation in class discussions.  If you need assistance, please come and speak with me!  We will work together, using a growth mindset, to ensure your success. 
